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Being in high school is about a lot more than going to high school. Itâ€™s about discovering new

places, new hobbies, and new peopleâ€”and opening your eyes to the world. This book is about the

stuff they donâ€™t teach you in high school, like how to host a film festival, plan your first road trip,

make a podcast, or write a manifesto. Want to make a time capsule? Spend a day in silence? Learn

how to make beats like a DJ? Or shut down your house party before the police do? Whatever your

creative, social, or academic inclinations, youâ€™ll find 97 ways on these pages to amuse, educate,

and interest yourself, and your friends. Because your life doesnâ€™t stop at 3pm each dayâ€”it just

gets started.
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I purchased this book as a Christmas present for my 13-year old daughter. It has some interesting

ideas, Most could be gathered from web sites from a simple search as "bucket list to do before high

school."More disconcerting, however, is the sensibility and logic in the commentary that is

sometimes flawed, with the sort of presumption that most parenting must be deficient or ill-prepared.

As a result, the language often reflects the sloppy thinking and cliche advice found in public service

announcements.For example, the book presumes your teen should learn how a farm works, so that

she knows how food appears in the supermarket "in this era of global warming." You get the idea.

This is for a teen who is starting with a considerably low threshold for awareness of how things work

in the physical world.Or that she should know who "Carson from 'Queer Eye for the Straight Guy'" is

in order to understand fashion colors. Who? I'm supposed to introduce my child to a hyper-niched

TV show on an alternative network loaded with sexual orientation stereotypes and general



insipidness as a premise for reading this book? Again, the sensibility is off for many teenagers who

have prepared, conscientious parents--even if those parents are lacking detailed knowledge of

camp popular culture on HBO.Or even the idea that she should learn about safe sex because her

"parents" will "shelter her from reality." Why should my daughter presume that about me and why

should she be introduced to such a thought?
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